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Board of Visitors meeting features 
panel discussion, presentations 
The annual Board of Visitors dinner and meeting featured presen-
tations from faculty members and students, as well as a panel dis-
cussion on the impact that health care reform will have on 
medical education. 
"We all recognize now that the emphasis at medical schools 
will have to shift from a sole focus on technology and specialties 
to a broader perspective that will include primary care," said 
Norman G. Levinsky, M.D., chairperson of the Department of 
Medicine, during the June 4 panel discussion. 
A broader perspective of medical education and training will 
involve incorporating aspects of public health into medical prac-
tice, noted John Noble, M.D., director of the School's Primary 
Care Center. "We have to find a way to bring public health into 
primary care," he told the Board of Visitors. 
Richard Egdahl, M.D., vice president for health affairs and di-
rector of the Medical Center, agreed and noted that "the sites for 
training will be very different. Little [training] will take place in 
tertiary care hospitals. The dominant theme will be HMOs, etc., 
because they are less costly." 
Noting that an interest in public health and primary care has 
led him to pursue both an M.D. and an M.P.H. degree simultane-
ously, student Steve Mendes told the Board that concem over 
paying back medical education loans is a critical factor in the ca-
reer paths he and other students ultimately will choose. "I know 
that we need more primary care doctors, but how many people 
like me are going to end up specializing for financial reasons?" 
he asked. 
In addition to listening to the panel discussion. Board mem-
bers heard presentations from faculty members, including Joseph 
Ferrucci, M.D., chairperson of the Department of Radiology, 
Lindsay Farrer, Ph.D., an assistant professor of neurology and 
public health, Robert Meenan, M.D., M.P.H., director of the 
School of Public Health, and Adrianne Rogers, M.D., a professor 
of pathology and laboratory medicine. Also, Charlotte Grayson 
and Janis Bacari updated the Board on various aspects of medi-
cal student life. 
SPH signs unique agreement with 
Peace Corps, Housing Authority 
The School of Public Health has signed agreements with the 
Peace Corps Fellows/USA Program and the Plymouth Housing 
Authority that, together, establish a unique fellowship program 
for returning Peace Corps workers. The agreements were signed 
on June 25. The program—the first of its kind between the 
Peace Corps and a U.S. housing authority—^will allow 13 retum-
Present at tlie Board of Visitors dinner were, from left, Franz Waldeck, 
a member of tlie Board, Ruth Levine, PhD., a professor of pharmacol-
ogy and experimental therapeutics. Board member Alan Edelstein and 
his wife, Sybil, (photo by David Herwaldt) 
ing Peace Corps volunteers to apply their overseas experience to 
the problems facing tenants in Massachusetts housing projects. 
The volunteers will live and work at various housing projects 
across the Commonwealth, offering tenants education in sub-
stance abuse and training in family self-sufficiency and violence 
reduction. In return, the volunteers will be granted fellowships 
to pursue master of public health degrees at the School of Public 
Health. 
"We hope that this program will be a model for the rest of the 
country," said Henry Fernandez, director of the Peace Corps Fel-
lowsAJ S A Program. 
"This is a program that serves a multitude of interests," noted 
Jonathan How land, M.P.H., an assistant professor of public 
health, who played a key role in the program's development. 
"From the perspective of the Peace Corps, it brings the invest-
ment in overseas experience home to contribute to situations 
here; it allows the housing authority to begin to address the 
health and social needs of their residents, and it begins to build 
links between the community and the School of Public Health." 
The "broad concept" of health—^which includes such factors 
as education, income and housing—is central to the School's 
mission, noted SPH director Robert Meenan, M.D., M.P.H. 
"Boston University School of Public Health, in particular, recog-
nized as part of its mission to work with populations at high 
risk," he said. "This program speaks directly to that issue." 
"The goal of housing authorities is to move families through 
public housing... and to enable them to become self-sufficient," 
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said Joan C. Pimental, executive director of the Plymouth Hous-
ing Authority, one of 13 housing authorities involved in the pro-
gram, "The use of returning Peace Corps volunteers will help us 
in this mission. Thank you for giving us an opportunity to help 
our residents and our communities." 
Kannel receives prestigious Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Award for cardiovascular research 
William B. Kannel, M.D., a professor of medicine, recently was 
selected as the co-recipient of the Third Annual Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Award for Distinguished Achievement in Cardiovascular 
Research. Kannel was presented with the award during the an-
nual meeting of the Council for High Blood Pressure Research of 
the American Heart Association (AHA) in New York City. 
Kannel, who is the former chief of the Section of Preventive 
Medicine and Epidemiology, became the second director of the 
Boston University/Framingham Heart Study in 1966, having 
been associated with the study since its inception in 1949. He is 
past chairperson of the American Heart Association's Council of 
Epidemiology and has served on the editorial board of Hyperten-
sion. His contributions to the field of preventive cardiology have 
been highlighted by numerous awards, including the Distin-
guished Service Award of the American College of Cardiology, 
the Charles A. Dana Award for Pioneering Achievement in 
Health and the Ciba Prize. 
The first recipient of the Bristol-Myers Squibb Award for Dis-
tinguished Achievement in Hypertension Research was School of 
Medicine Dean Aram V. Chobanian in 1991. 
BUSM team travels to Armenia to 
observe emergency medical system 
Several School of Medicine faculty members recently traveled to 
Armenia to observe the Republic's emergency medical system 
(EMS) and to find ways to reduce response times and upgrade 
the skills of its labor force, which includes drivers, nurses and 
physicians. This effort is part of the health care partnership re-
cently forged between the School of Medicine and two hospitals 
in Yerevan, the capital of the Republic of Armenia. 
The School of Medicine team included Peter Moyer, M.D., an 
associate professor of medicine and chief of emergency medicine 
at Boston City Hospital; Erwin Hirsch, M.D., a professor of sur-
gery and director of the Boston University Medical Center Hospi-
tal/Boston City Hospital Trauma Center; David Gillespie, M.D., 
a fellow, and Jonathan Woodson, M.D., an assistant professor of 
surgery at the School and a surgeon at Boston University Medi-
cal Center Hospital. 
The plan that the BUSM team is designing will use existing re-
sources and will not change the nature of the existing Armenian 
organization. "In Armenia, the emergency room essentially is an 
area from which the patient is admitted directly to the ward," said 
Moyer. "Our plan does not replace the Armenian system by the 
American model of 'scoop and run' to the emergency room; this 
would imply a receiving facility similar to what we have here in 
Boston." 
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Ara Babloyan, M.D., the minister of health for the Republic of Armenia, 
recently visited the School of Medicine, one of 10 U.S. institutions that 
have formed health care partnerships with institutions in his republic. 
In honor of his visit on June 6, a reception was held in the Hiebert 
Lounge. 
"The question is always asked of me, 'How can we help Armenia?'" 
Babloyan said. "The question is not how you can help us, but how we 
can work together for the good of the country." 
Babloyan cited the School of Medicine agreement with two hospitals 
in Yerevan as an example of how US. institutions could help their coun-
terparts in Armenia. Pictured above. Dean Aram V. Chobanian, right, 
translates Babloyan's remarks during the reception, (photo by David 
Herwaldt) 
Also included in the plan is the creation of an Emergency 
Medical Services Institute of the Republic of Armenia. The insti-
tute would certify ambulance personnel in basic and intermediate 
training and offer supplemental training to emergency physicians. 
The School of Medicine agreement is one of 10 U.S. health 
care partnerships funded by the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID). The $13.5-million partnership program util-
izes the expertise of American health care professionals to 
address specific health care problems facing the newly inde-
pendent nations in what was once the Soviet Union. The pro-
gram is coordinated by the American International Health 
Alliance. 
Allan Naimark, a professor 
of radiology, dies at age 57 
Allan P. Naimark, M.D., a professor of radiology and chief radi-
ologist at BUMC Hospital, died June 12 at the age of 57. 
Before coming to the School of Medicine in 1978, Naimark 
was a radiologist at the Jewish General Hospital in Montreal and 
taught at McGill University. He did his residency at the Monte-
fiore Hospital in New York and was a fellow of the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons in Canada in 1967. He 
graduated from McGill University Medical School in 1960. 
Naimark is survived by his wife, Joan 1. (Scheinhaus) of New-
ton; a daughter; two sons; his mother, a sister, and a brother. 
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Amaro receives distinguished honor from 
national psychology association 
The American Psychological Association presented the 1992 
Award for Distinguished Contribution to Psychology in the Pub-
lic Interest to Hortensia Amaro, Ph.D., an associate professor of 
pediatrics and public health (social and behavioral sciences). 
The award was presented at the association's annual meeting in 
Toronto. 
Amaro was cited "for her distinctive research contributions 
and public policy leadership on behalf of ethnic minority commu-
nities and her advancement of the unique issues confronting eth-
nic minority, particularly Hispanic, women." 
Leach installed as president of American 
Orthopaedic Association 
Robert E. Leach, M.D., a professor of orthopedic surgery and for-
mer chairperson of the Department of Orthopedic Surgery at the 
School of Medicine and BUMC Hospital, was installed as the 
president of the American Orthopaedic Association at the organi-
zation's annual meeting in June. The oldest orthopedic organiza-
tion in the world, the American Orthopaedic Association founded 
the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgery, the American 
Board of Orthopaedic Surgery and the Journal of Bone and Joint 
Surgery. 
Leach is the 107th president of the association. As president, 
he will go to many countries to attend their national orthopedic 
meetings and to give lectures. 
Two students honored as HHMI-NIH 
Research Scholars 
Two School of Medicine students were recently chosen to partici-
pate in the 1993-94 Class of the Howard Hughes Medical Insti-
tute- National Institutes of Health (NIH) Research Scholars 
Program. As participants, Paul Galardy '96 and David Shaz '95 
will have the opportunity to perform research in an NIH labora-
tory of their choice for a one-year period. 
More than 180 students from medical schools across the coun-
try applied for the program; only 45 were selected. 
SPH holds Public Health Forums 
The School of Public Health is sponsoring a series of forums that 
are open to the Medical Center community. The following is a 
list of upcoming sessions, including topics and dates. Each ses-
sion will take place from 4 to 5 p.m. in L-112. 
On Sept. 21, a forum titled "The Puzzling Politics of Vaccine 
Development and Distribution: Are There Lessons for Health 
Care Reform?" will be presented by Wendy K. Mariner, J.D., 
M.P.H., an associate professor of public health and socio-medi-
cal sciences and community medicine. 
On Sept. 28, Ralph Hingson, Sc.D., a professor of public 
health and socio-medical sciences and community medicine, will 
present "The Saving Lives Program: Community Interventions to 
Reduce Alcohol-Related Fatalities." 
On Oct. 5, a public hearing on chlorine will be held. 
On Oct. 14, a panel on women's health issues will discuss re-
search in progress in the Department of Epidemiology and Biosta-
tistics. 
Wilkins publishes book on gardening 
Robert W. Wilkins, M.D., former chairperson of the Department 
of Medicine, physician-in-chief of BUMC Hospital and director of 
the Evans Memorial Department of Clinical Research and Preven-
tive Medicine, has recently published a book entitled Perennial 
Gardening for Beginners Old and Young. The book is published 
by Newburyport Press, Inc. 
"This book is for new gardeners who may want to try flower 
gardening as a hobby, not as a serious or full-time endeavor," 
wrote Wilkins in the book's preface. "Although it is addressed to 
beginners, it contains many suggestions that any gardener might 
find helpful." 
Perennial Gardening includes chapters on designing garden 
plans, combining flowers of different colors and heights, and trans-
planting, grooming and pruning plants. 
Wilkins became an ardent gardener after his retirement in 1972. 
While at the Medical Center, he developed the step-care approach 
for the treatment of hypertension—a method that continues to be 
used today. 
ACS 'seed' money available 
The Cancer Center has been awarded an institutional grant from 
the National Chapter of the American Cancer Society to encourage 
young investigators (junior faculty) to carry out cancer-related re-
search. The primary purpose of the grant is to provide "seed" 
money to allow for the initiation of promising new projects or 
novel ideas that will serve as a basis for future grant applications. 
The awards will vary according to the needs of the investigator 
and should not exceed $12,(XX). The majority of allocations will 
be made to persons who have not received prior grant support. 
Application forms are available from the Cancer Center office, 
E-124, telephone 638-4173 (x8-4173). The deadline for applica-
tions is Oct. 1, 1993. 
Briefly noted 
Stanley Ducharme, Ph.D., a clinical professor of rehabilitative 
medicine, has been awarded a patient service grant from the Edu-
cation and Training Foundation of the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America. The award was given to Ducharme for his work in the 
area of sexuality and disability. Ducharme will develop and author 
a consumer handbook for PVA on the topic of sexuality and spinal 
cord injury. The handbook will be published and distributed by 
PVA through its network of state and local chapters. The project 
is scheduled to be completed by 1994....Harold Lazar, M.D., 
F.C.C.P., an associate professor of cardiothoracic surgery, re-
cently was appointed secretary of the Section on Cardiac Surgery 
of the American College of Chest Physicians. The scientific sec-
tions of the ACCP represent a unique academic forum among spe-
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cialty societies....Normaii G. Levinsky, M.D., chairperson of 
the Department of Medicine and physician-in- chief at Boston 
University Medical Center Hospital and Boston City Hospital, 
was one of 50 new members to be elected to the Institute of 
Medicine (lOM) of the National Academy of Sciences, effective 
July 1. This highly distinguished honor calls for Levinsky's par-
ticipation in lOM activities dealing with health-policy is-
sues....Warren Briscoe, M.D., an instructor of obstetrics and 
gynecology and co-director of obstetrics/gynecology at BUMC 
Hospital and Boston City Hospital, has received the "Family 
Award" from the Massachusetts Black Legislative Caucus for his 
outstanding work as both a physician and a single par-
ent....Robert A. Witzburg, M.D., an associate professor of medi-
cine and associate director of medicine at Boston City Hospital, 
has been named vice president for clinical affairs/medical direc-
tor at the Neighboibood Health Plan, a non-profit health mainte-
nance organization in Boston. Witzburg will serve as the 
principal medical liaison with NHP's providers and will be re-
sponsible for all clinical activity at the NHP....Michael Karasik, 
M.D., an assistant professor of medicine and one of eight recipi-
ents of the 1992 Glaxo Institute for Digestive Health (GIDH) 
Awards, presented preliminary findings from his GlDH-sup-
ported research during the annual meeting of the American Gas-
troenterological Association. His study was entitled "Acute 
Hyperglycemia Impairs Gallbladder and Small Intestinal Motility 
in Normal Men." 
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